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Comment No. 1   Issue Code: 22
The Kentucky Pioneer IGCC Demonstration Project is intended to
demonstrate a power generation system with the potential to produce
clean energy from high-sulfur coal while extending the life of domestic
coal reserves.  Since it is the first demonstration of this technology
some risks will be associated with the project.  Chapter 3 of the EIS has
been revised to discuss financial risks in more detail. Potential
environmental impacts are discussed in Chapter 5 of the EIS.

Comment No. 2   Issue Code: 16
The Kentucky Pioneer IGCC Demonstration Project was selected for
further consideration under DOE’s fifth solicitation(CCT-V) of the
Clean Coal Technology (CCT) Program.  DOE concludes that the
project falls under CCT Program requirements due to the use of the
first co-fed BGL technology.  The purpose of the CCT Program is to
demonstrate the efficiency and performance of new technologies.  The
power generated by the project will be used to support Kentucky’s
energy needs.  

Comment No. 3    Issue Code: 16
Though final design has yet to be completed, conceptual design
information is sufficient to enable adequate environmental impact
analysis.  DOE believes the full scope of environmental impacts from
the construction and operation of the proposed project are sufficiently
addressed in the EIS. 

The EIS is intended to be used as a planning tool that analyzes the
environmental impacts from a proposed project.  DOE will consider the
document and public comments in making the decision of whether or
not to proceed with the project. 
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Comment No. 4    Issue Code: 16
The EIS examined all potential impacts associated with the
transmission line through a general analysis.  Further studies of the
impacts of the transmission line are addressed in an Environmental
Report (ER) being prepared under RUS NEPA regulations.
Information in the ER will be used to assure impacts are avoided and
solutions integrated to avoid adverse public and environmental
impacts. 

Comment No. 5    Issue Code: 22
DOE does not believe that this project provides incentives for states to
avoid their responsibility with regard to waste management issues.
Rather, DOE believes that this project provides an opportunity to
extend the life of domestic coal reserves.  The RDF that would be
imported to Kentucky is a feedstock for the facility and is not
municipal solid waste (MSW) or solid waste.  The federal grant cannot
include financial protections for Clark County from the consequences
of failure of the technology or of the operator walking away from the
project.  Any financial protection should be pursued through local
legislatures during ordinance reviews.  KPE is committed to providing
power from the plant to EKPC for 20 years.  Since the project would
be the first demonstration of this technology, there are financial risks
associated with it.  Those risks are discussed in more detail in Chapter
3 of the EIS.

Comment No. 6    Issue Code: 14
As discussed in Chapter 3 of the EIS, KPE intends to supply all RDF
pellets for this project from the same manufacturer.  The gasification
technology used produces a very consistent syngas product regardless
of the variability of the feed.  Variation in RDF pellet composition due
to different manufacturing processes should not be an issue for this
project. 
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Comment No. 7    Issue Code: 20
 The Cumulative Assessment of the Environmental Impacts Caused by
Kentucky Electric Generating Units Report issued by the Kentucky
Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Cabinet on December
17, 2001, has been reviewed. Relevant sections of the EIS, including
Section 5.14, Cumulative Impacts, have been updated to reflect issues
presented by the report.

Comment No. 8    Issue Code: 07
As stated in Section 5.8, Water Resources and Water Quality, treated
wastewater is expected to contain conventional pollutants such as
nitrogen, phosphorus, total dissolved solids, and biological and chemical
oxygen demand.  Pollutant discharge limitations, including thermal
limits, would be set by the Kentucky Natural Resources and
Environmental Protection Cabinet, Division of Water’s Water
Resources Branch and would be identified in the KPDES permit.  These
limitations would be established based on site-specific computer
modeling of the expected effect on water quality of the Kentucky River
at the proposed discharge point and in the mixing zone immediately
downgradient.  The limits specified in the permit would protect existing
water quality. 

The Water Resources Branch pays particular attention to the proximity
of wastewater discharges to drinking water intakes. New sources of
wastewater are prohibited within 8 kilometers (5 miles) of a water
treatment plant intake. This 8-kilometer (5-mile) limit was established
to provide an additional layer of protection for the water quality found
at drinking water intakes over treatment alone and is referred to as Zone
1.  Zone 2 extends from 8 to 16 kilometers (5 to 10 miles), while Zone
3 is the area from 16 to 40 kilometers (10 to 25 miles) from a water
treatment plant intake. The proposed outfall is located in Zone 3 for the
Winchester Water Treatment Plant.  Water collected at the treatment
plant is tested and treated to meet all federal and state requirements
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